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By M. BALSAMO/E. TUCKER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
FBI was justified in opening
its investigation into ties be-
tween the Trump presiden-
fial campaign and Russia
and did not act with po-
litical bias, despite “serious
performance failures” up
the bureau’s chain of com-
mand, the Justice Depart-
ment’s internal watchdog
said in a highly anticipated
report Monday.

The findings undercut Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s claim
that he was the target of a
“witch hunt.”

Yet its nuanced conclu-
sions deny a clear-cut vin-

dication for Trump’'s sup-
porters or critics. h Repa_
The cover page of the report issued by the Department of Justice inspector general is photographed in Washington, Monday, Dec.
Continued on Page 2 9, 2019.
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Watchdog report: FBI's Russia probe justified,

Continued from Front

It rejects theories and criti-
cism spread by Trump and
his supporters while also
finding errors and misjudg-
ments likely to be exploited
by Republican allies as the
president faces a probable
impeachment vote this
month.

Trump, in remarks at the
White House shortly af-
ter the report’s release,
claimed that the report
showed "an aftempted
overthrow and a lot of peo-
ple were in on it.”

The president has repeat-
edly said he was more ea-
ger for the report of John
Durham, the hand-picked
prosecutor selected by At-
torney General William Barr
to conduct a separate re-
view of the Russia probe.
Barr rejected the inspector
general's conclusion that
there was sufficient evi-
dence to open the investi-
gation.

“The Inspector General’s
report now makes clear
that the FBI launched an
infrusive  investigation of
a U.S. presidential cam-
paign on the thinnest of
suspicions that, in my view,

pureocean

President Donald Trump speaks during a roundtable on school choice in the Cabinet Room of the
White House, Monday, Dec. 9, 2019, in Washington.

were insufficient to justify
the steps taken,” Barr said
in a statement. His remarks
were an unusual twist in
that the atftorney general
typically does not take is-
sue with an internal investi-
gation that clears a Justice
Department agency of se-
rious misconduct.

In an interview with The As-
sociated Press, FBI Director
Chris Wray said the inspec-

AL HWSIDER DiwNINE

IT'S 6 O'CLOCK SOMEWHERE...

JOIN US!
HAPPY HOUR DAILY

FROM 6-7 PM

SUNSETS | DRINK SPECIALS | FREE PARKING

Tantalize your taste buds with delicious
NEW bar bites starting at just $8 and the
perfect wine, cocktail or beer!

Located at Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort

J.E. lrausquin Blvd. 75, Palm Beach

For more information, call 586-6066 ext. 7002

A%\

DIVI ARUBA PHOENIX

tor general found problems
that are *“unacceptable
and unrepresentative of
who we are as an institu-
tion.” But he also noted
that political bias did not
taint the opening of the
investigation, or the steps
that followed. He said the
FBI is implementing more
than 40 corrective actions.
Durham, in a brief state-
ment, said he has informed
the inspector general that
he also doesn't agree with
the conclusion that the in-
quiry was properly opened,
and suggested his own in-
vestigation would back up
that assertion.

The inspector general iden-
tified 17 “significant inaccu-
racies or omissions” in appli-
cations for a warrant from
the secretive Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Court
to monitor the communica-
tions of former Trump cam-
paign adviser Carter Page
and subsequent warrant
renewals. The errors, the
wafchdog said, resulted in
“"applications that made it
appear that the informao-
tion supporting probable
cause was stronger than
was actually the case.”

But the report also found
the bureau was justified in
eavesdropping on Page
and that there was not
documented or testimonial
evidence of any political
bias.

Republicans have long crit-
icized the process since the
FBI relied in part on oppo-

Associated Press

sition research from a for-
mer British spy, Christopher
Steele, whose work was
financed by Democrats
and the Clinfon campaign,
and that fact was not dis-
closed to the judges who
approved the warrant.

The watchdog found that
the FBI had overstated the
significance of Steele’s
past work as an informant,
omitted information about
one of Steele’s sources who
Steele had called a "boast-
er” and who Steele said the
source “may engage in
some embellishment.”

The report’s release, com-
ing the same day as a
House Judiciary Commit-
tee impeachment hear-
ing centered on the presi-
dent’'s inferactions with
Ukraine, brought fresh af-
tention to the legal and
political investigations that
have entangled the White
House from the moment
Trump took office.

The FBl's Russia investiga-
fion, which was ulfimate-
ly taken over by special
counsel Robert Mueller,
began in July 2016 after
the FBI learned that a for-
mer Trump campaign aide,
George Papadopoulos,
had been saying before
it was publicly known that
Russia had dirt on Demo-
cratic  opponent  Hillary
Clinton in the form of stolen
emails. Those emails, which
were hacked from Demo-
cratic email accounts by
Russian inteligence op-

no bias found

eratives, were released by
WikiLeaks in the weeks be-
fore the election in what
U.S. officials have said was
an effort to harm Clinfon’s
campaign and help Trump.
The report said the FBI was
authorized to open the
investigation to protect
against a national secu-
rity threat. Months later, the
FBI sought and received
the Page warrant. Offi-
cials were concerned that
Page was being targeted
for recruitment by the Rus-
sian government, though
he has denied wrongdo-
ing and has never been
charged with a crime.

The inspector general also
found that an FBI lawyer is
suspected of altering an
email to make it appear as
if an official at another gov-
ernment agency had said
Page was not a source for
that agency, even though
he was.

Agents were concerned
that if Page had worked
as a source for another
government agency, they
would've needed to tell the
surveillance court about
that, the report said, and
tasked the lawyer with con-
tacting the other agency
tfo obtain additional infor-
mation. But the lawyer “did
not accurately convey,
and in fact altered, the in-
formation he received from
the other agency,” the re-
port said.

The lawyer is not identified
by name in the report but
people familiar with the sit-
uation have identified him
as Kevin Clinesmith. The
inspector general’s report
says officials noftified the at-
torney general and FBI di-
rector and provided them
with information about the
altered email.

The inspector general
conducted more than
170 interviews involving

more than 100 withesses,
including former FBI direc-
tor James Comey, former
Aftorney General Loretta
Lynch, former Deputy Af-
torney General Sally Yates,
former Deputy Attorney
General Rod Rosenstein,
who oversaw the Russia in-
vestigation, and former FBI
Deputy Director Andrew
McCabe, along with FBI
agents and analysts.[[]
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
U.S. government across
three White House admin-
istrations misled the public
about failures in the Af-
ghanistan war, often sug-
gesting success where it
didn't exist, according to
thousands of pages of
documents obtained by
The Washington Post.

The documents reveadl
deep frustrations about
America's conduct of the
Afghanistan  war, includ-
ing the ever-changing U.S.
strategy, the struggles to
develop an effective Af-
ghan fighting force and
persistent failures to defeat
the Taliban and combat
corruption throughout the
government.

"We were devoid of a fun-
damental understanding
of Afghanistan — we didn't
know what we were do-
ing," Douglas Lute, a three-
star Army general who
served as the White House's
Afghan war czar during the
Bush and Obama admin-
istrations, told government
interviewers in 2015.

The interviews were con-
ducted as part of a "Les-
sons Learned" project by
the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Re-
construction over the past
several years. SIGAR has
produced seven reports
so far from the more than
400 interviews, and several
more are in the works. The
Post sought and received
raw interview data through
the Freedom of Informa-
fion Act and lawsuits.

The documents quote of-
ficials close to the 18-year
war effort describing a
campaign by the U.S. gov-
ernment to distort the grim
reality of the war.

"Every data point was al-
tered to present the best
picture  possible,” Bob
Crowley, an Army colonel
who served as a counter-
insurgency adviser to U.S.

military commanders in
2013 and 2014, told gov-
ernment interviewers, ac-
cording to the Post. "Sur-
veys, for instance, were
fotally unreliable but rein-
forced that everything we
were doing was right and
we became a self-licking
ice cream cone."

The Pentagon released a
statement Monday saying
there has been "no intent"
by the department to mis-
lead Congress or the pub-
lic.

Defense Department of-
ficials "have consistently
briefed the progress and
challenges associated with
our efforts in Afghanistan,
and DoD provides regular
reports to Congress that
highlight these challenges,"
said Lt. Col. Thomas Camp-
bell, a department spokes-
man. "Most of the individu-
als inferviewed spoke with
the benefit of hindsight.
Hindsight has also enabled
the department to evalu-
ate previous approaches
and revise our strategy,
as we did in 2017 with the
launch of the president's
South Asia strategy.”

SIGAR has frequently been
vocal about the war's fail-
ures in reports going back
more than a decade, in-
cluding extensive ques-
fions about vast waste in
the nearly $1 ftrillion spent
on the conflict.

The Post said that John
Sopko, the head of SI-
GAR, acknowledged that
the documents show "the
American people have
constantly been lied to." SI-
GAR was created by Con-
gress in 2008 to conduct
audits and investigations
info waste of government
spending on the war in Af-
ghanistan.

Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif.,
tweeted: "The war in Af-
ghanistan is an epic bipar-
tisan failure. | have long
called for the withdrawal of

U.S. troops from that quag-
mire. Now it appears U.S.
officials misled the Ameri-
can public about the war.
It is time to leave Afghani-
stan. Now."

Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif.,
said in a tweet: "775,000 of
our troops deployed. 2,400
American lives lost. Over
20,000 Americans wound-
ed. 38,000 civilians killed.
Trillions spent. Rumsfeld in
2003: "I have no visibility into
who the bad guys are.™
Sarah Kreps, professor of
government and inferna-
fional relations at Cornell
University said the infer-
views reveal the enormous
disconnect between what
civilian and military lead-
ers knew about the war
and what the public knew,
particularly about its costs.
The Post said that while the
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An Afghan boy stands on a wall near a horse tied up at a camp
for internally displaced people in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday,

Dec. 9, 2019.

interviews contain few rev-
elafions about military op-
erations in the war, they in-
clude a lot of criticism that
refutes the narrative that
officials often touted about
progress being made.
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James Dobbins, a former
senior U.S. diplomat who
served as a special envoy
to Afghanistan under Bush
and Obama was blunt in
his assessment of the war in
his interview.(
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Grandson of late President Bush runs for Congress in Texas

By PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
Pierce Bush, a grandson of
former President George
H.W. Bush, launched a
Texas congressional run on
Monday and aligned him-
self with President Donald
Trump, who his late grand-
father blasted as a "blow-
hard" and voted against in
the 2016 campaign.

In an inferview with The As-
sociated Press, he pushed
back on whether that sup-
port was difficult to sum-
mon in the face of Trump's
antagonism toward his fa-
mous family, which Trump
has mocked during his no-
holds-barred takeover of
the GOP.

"When you look at the al-
ternative first of all, how
can you be anything but a
supporter of the president's
policiese" Pierce Bush, 33,
told the AP. "l look forward
to being a partner in Wash-
ington, and specking of
course with my own voice,
but supporting the presi-
dent's agenda."

George H.W. Bush, who
died last year, voted for
Democrat Hillary Clinton
in 2016. His son, President
George W. Bush, didn't vote

President George H. W. Bush, right, leaves the field with the help
of Pierce Bush, left, his grandson, before the Texas Bowl NCAA
college football game in Houston.

for either Trump or Clinton.
"This is not about my family.

Associated Press

This is about the families of
the 22nd Congressional Dis-

frict," Pierce Bush said.

At least one of of Bush's ri-
vals in the race considered
him unwelcome. Greg
Hill, a former Border Patrol
agent who is also running
as a Republican, expressed
respect for the Bush family
in a statement but said he
had "strong doubfts about
any candidate who would
fry to parachute into our
district and buy this seat."
Pierce Bush's announce-
ment video, rolled out on
the deadline in Texas for
candidates to get on the
2020 ballot, includes an im-
age of him speaking next to
a picture of his late grand-
father. He says in the video
that the nation is "on the
brink of losing a generation
fo an idea that socialism
and free stuff are the an-
swers to their future."

Pierce Bush, whose father
is Neil Bush, has spent the
past three years as chief ex-
ecutive of the nonprofit Big
Brothers Big Sisters in Texas.
He made no mention of
Trump in his announce-
ment video and launched
his campaign website with
only a short biography and
Nno positions on issues or pol-
icies.

Pierce Bush told AP the im-

peachment hearings un-
folding against Trump in
Congress were a distrac-
tion and did not directly
answer when asked wheth-
er he believed Trump had
done anything improper.
“It's an attack-at-all-costs
politics,” Bush said of the
impeachment case. "If's a
part of the problem."

The only Bush currently in
public office, Texas Land
Commissioner George P.
Bush, broke with his family in
2016 and supported Trump
even affer he mocked his
father, former Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush, as "low energy"
during the 2016 presidential
campaign. During a visit
to Texas earlier this year,
Trump infroduced George
P. Bush as "the only Bush
that likes me."

Olson is one of six House
Republicans in Texas refir-
ing next year, and he might
have faced a tougher re-
election battle than any of
them. Once a seat of GOP
power — former Republi-
can House Majority Leader
Tom Delay held the office
before Olson — the district
is rapidly shifting amid de-
mographic changes and
Democrats peeling off sub-
urban women voters. [}

U.S. sanctions 2 Venezuelan officials for selling passports

LUIS ALONSO LUGO
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Trump administration im-
posed sanctions Monday
on both the former and
the current director of the
Venezuelan government's
office of identification, ac-
cusing them of receiving
kickbacks involving the sale
of passports.

The U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment's Office of Foreign As-
sets Control made the des-
ignations on both Gustavo
Adolfo Vizcaino Gil and his
predecessor, Juan Carlos

Dugarte Padron, on Inter-
national Anfti-Corruption
Day.

Other entities in Cambo-
dia, China, Latvia and Ser-
bia were also designated
Monday.

"Corruption deprives peo-
ple of their countries' re-
sources, basic essential ser-
vices, and economic op-
portunities, while it enriches
a select few and facilitates
environmental destruc-
tion, political instability, and
conflict," Treasury Secretary
Steven T. Mnuchin said.

The designation announce-

ment said that under Vizcai-
no's leadership, the iden-
tification department sold
Venezuelan passports to
non-Venezuelan citizens for
thousands of dollars each.
Vizcaino was director gen-
eral of the office from April
2016 until June 2018, when
Dugarte replaced him.

A Treasury department of-
ficial described the opera-
fion as a "large corruption
scheme" in which thousand
of passports were sold.

The official, who insisted on
not being quoted by name
because they were not au-

thorized to talk to reporters,
said the cooperation from
members of Venezuelad's
opposition-controlled Na-
fional Assembly allowed
investigators  to  identify
bank accounts associated
with Vizcaino and Dugar-
te, both in Venezuela and
overseas.

The official said the sale of
passports to non-Venezue-
lans is a matter of concern
because U.S. authorifies
know members of the Is-
lamic militant group Hez-
bollah possess Venezuelan
passports, though the offi-

cial stressed that there is no
evidence the two men des-
ignated Monday provided
Hezbollah with Venezuelan
passports.

As a result of the US. ac-
tion, any assets of the two
designated Venezuelan of-
ficials in U.S. territory will be
frozen.

The U.S. has imposed sanc-
tions on dozens of officials
loyal to Venezueld's social-
ist president, Nicolas Madu-
ro, whose 2018 re-election
has been deemed fraudu-
lent by Washington and at
least 50 other countries.[ ]
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Feds defend creation of
fake school to fight visa fraud

FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.
(AP) — Federal agen-
cies have pushed back
against criticism that they
enfrapped hundreds of
foreigners who enrolled in
a fake school the agen-
cies opened in an effort
to fight visa fraud, saying
those who enrolled knew
they weren't signing up for
areal school and that they
only wanted a way to stay
in the U.S.

The undercover operation
that targeted students at

the University of Farming-
ton in Farmington Hills was
legal and helped combat
visa fraud, the U.S. attorney
for the Eastern District of
Michigan and head of the
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
tfoms Enforcement's inves-
tigative division in Deftroit
said Friday in statements to
the Defroit Free Press.

"HSI special agents, as part
of this undercover opera-
tion, made it abundantly
clear in their interactions
with potential University of

Census Bureau head says IT
concerns are being remedied

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — In-
formation technology
problems at the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau have been
fixed or are in the process
of being remedied, despite
recent reports raising con-
cerns about the bureau’s
preparedness for the 2020
Census, the agency’s di-
rector said Monday.
Census Bureau director
Steven Dillingham said in a
brief interview with The As-
sociated Press during a visit
in Florida that the agency’s
IT systems are undergoing
“some fremendous test-
ing.”

“There were some previ-
ous reports ... that have
been overcome by events
in that we have made the
progress needed in rem-
edying them,” Dillingham
said while visiting Orlando
City Hall.

Dilingham was in Florida
to promote the Census Bu-
reau’s efforts to recruit and
hire as many as 500,000
temporary workers for next
spring’s 2020 Census. The
once-a-decade head
count is the largest peace-
fime operation by the fed-
eral government. The peak
recruiting season starts next
month.

An Inspector General’s re-
port last month said the
Census Bureau count could
be hampered by under-
performing computer sys-
tems for hiring and payroll.
Because of inadequate

infrastructure or software
inefficiencies, they were
unable to perform at the
scale needed to support
peak recruiting for the 2020
Census, the report said.
“There are sometimes some
delays, but those delays
are being remedied and |
think we are in a great po-
sition, so we should have
everything operating very
well,” Dilingham said Mon-
day.

Inresponse to the Inspector
General’s report, the Cen-
sus Bureau said last month
that the report relied on an
"outdated” draft of a doc-
ument that was no longer
current.

Separately, a news report
by Reuters last week said
a confractor-built website
for the Census Bureau was
hacked from IP addresses
in Russia during 2018 test-
ing of census systems. The
news agency cited two
unnamed security sources
who said there was no re-
sulting damage or stolen
data.

The Census Bureau in a
statement last week said
it was looking at the con-
cerns, “even though this
story, as published, con-
tains inaccuracies and out-
dated information...”
“When it comes to IT secu-
rity, we have been working
on that for years,” Dilling-
ham said Monday. “We
are working with the best
minds in the private and
public sector.”q

Farmington enrollees that
the school did not offer ac-
ademic or vocational pro-
grams of any kind.

The individuals who en-
rolled in the University of
Farmington did so inten-
tionally," said Vance Cal-
lender, special agent in
charge of the Detroitf office
of ICE's Homeland Security
Investigations, or HSI.

The students arrived in the
U.S. legally, primarily from
India, and were on F-1 stu-
dent visa programs when
they enrolled at the uni-
versity that was covertly
staffed by undercover
agenfs and had a fake
website.

Nearly 80% of the 250 stu-
dents who were arrested
have voluntarily left the
counftry, according fo ICE.
Lawyers for the students
have said they believe their
clients were enfrapped
aoand did not know the
school was fake when they
enrolled.

In January, federal prose-
cutors announced that ICE
agents had secretly set up

This 2017 handout photo provided by Matt Friedman shows an
office for the University of Farmington in Farmington Hills, Mich.

the fake university, which
enrolled more than 600
foreign students studying
science and technology.
The Department of Justice
referred to it as a "pay to
stay" scheme.

The Free Press reported in
November that the num-
ber of students who had
been arrested on immigra-
fion infractions in the case
had jumped to 250.

The story drew widespread
aftention and several po-
litical leaders criticized or
raised questions about the
sting. Among the crifics
were several congressional
Democrats, including Rep.
Elissa Slotkin of Michigan,

Associated Press

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez of New York, Sen.
Kamala Harris of California
and Sen. Elizabeth Warren
of Massachusetts, who is
running for president .

"This is cruel and appalling,"
Warren tweeted about the
sting.

"These  students  simply
dreamed of gefting the
high-quality higher educa-
fion America can offer.

ICE deceived and en-
frapped them, just to de-
port them."

The case "raises a number
of serious questions, and ['ll
be following up to ensure
they are answered," Slotkin
said on Saturday.



TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER 2019| u ISI N Ews

Accidental shootings by police expose training shorifalls

By MARTHA BELLISLE
Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — When an
lowa mother tried to take
her child from her husband
during an argument on a
snowy sidewalk in 2015, an
officer stepped in to stop
the scuffle. But he acciden-
tally fired his weapon as a
dog approached, kiling
the woman as her family
watched in horror.

When a Minnesota ser-
geant stopped a motor-
cyclist after a 2015 high-
speed chase, he stepped
out of his patrol car with
his firearm drawn, flush with
adrenaline, and acciden-
tally shot the man in the
arm.

And an Arkansas police of-
ficer fatally shot a suspect
in 2012 as she tried to get
him into handcuffs.
Accidental shootings by
low enforcement have
happened in recent years
at agencies small and
large and at all levels —
city, county, state and
federal — across the U.S.,
an Associated Press inves-
tigation has found. They've
caused hundreds of injuries
to officers, their partners,
suspects and bystanders,
and sometimes they've
caused deaths.

Experts say it's because of-
ficers don't get the tfraining
they need to handle their
guns proficiently, especially
in life-and-death situations.
The methods used to train
officers with their firearms
"create the illusion of learn-
ing" but are inadequate
for the demands of today's
policing, said Bill Lewinski,
executive director of the
lllinois-based Force Science
Institute, which provides re-
search and fraining fo law
enforcement agencies.
Officers are most proficient
with their guns immediate-
ly after finishing a police
academy, experts say.
After that, most are tested
only once or twice a year
in "qualifications" that mea-
sure a minimum level of
firearms proficiency. There
are no federal guidelines
for these tests so there are
thousands of different stan-
dards across the county.
No one tracks these shoot-
ings natfionwide, so the AP
collected media reports

and surveyed agencies
across the country through
public recordsrequests. The
review was not compre-

with her husband and try-
ing to grab their 3-year-old
son from him outside their
Burlington home when Offi-

and reached a $2 million
settlement.

Hill's lawyer did not respond
to a request for comment

In this July 16, 2019, photo, a King County Sheriff's deputy holds a fraining weapon as he practices
a traffic stop during a class at Washington state's Basic Law Enforcement Academy in Burien,

Wash.

hensive due to the sheer
number of U.S. law en-
forcement agencies and
a lack of reporting require-
ments for such shootings.
But it provides a snapshot
of the problem, document-
ing 1,422 unintentional dis-
charges since 2012 at 258
agencies.

The tally includes any inci-
dent in which a gun went
off and the officer didn't
infend it tfo, whether they
were cleaning or unloading
a weapon or surging with
adrenaline while respond-
ing to a call. Some shoot-
ings occurred because of

muscle reflexes, experts
said, or because the officer
simply tripped.

Countless law enforcement
officers safely perform their
duties every day, but some
experts say even a small
number of accidental
shootings is unacceptable
because they're prevent-
able.

"Ninety-nine out of 100
fimes, there is not some-
thing wrong with the gun,"
said Paul Markel, a former
police officer and firearms
instructor in Mississippi. "lt's
the person holding it."

In the 2015 lowa case, Au-
tumn Steele was arguing

cer Jesse Hill approached.
The husband, Gabe Steele,
had called 911.

But the couple's dog dart-
ed toward Hill, and he lost
his balance and fired two
shots as he fell backward in
the snow. One bullet hit the
dog, the other hit 34-year-
old Autumn Steele, kiling
her.

The AP found 21 cases
where people died in acci-
dental shootings by police.
It identified another 134
cases where the officer in-
jured himself, and 45 where
an accidental discharge
injured another officer. An
officer accidentally shot in-
nocent bystanders in 34 in-
stances and suspectsin 19.
Unintentional shootings
typically lead to two inves-
figations: An outside agen-
cy determines if charges
should be filed, and internall
review examines whether
policies were violated and
punishment such as sus-
pension is appropriate.

In Autumn Steele's case, a
prosecutor compared the

evidence against lowa's
homicide stafutes and
decided Hill could not be
charged. Steele's family

filed a wrongful death suit
against the officer and city

Associated Press

from the AP. Gabe Steele,
40, thinks Hill should have
been held accountable.
"He just got to go on va-
cation and get paid for it,
for taking my son's mother
away," Steele told the AP.
"No one has ever apolo-
gized to me and my son.
That hurts."

Agencies have different
terms for these shootings,
including "accidental,"
"negligent,” or "unintention-
al" discharges.

But Doug Tangen, fire-
arms program manager at
Washington state's law en-
forcement training center,
argues they are all caused
by a degree of negligence
because at some point
the officer violated one or
more of the four universal
firearms safety rules: As-
sume all guns are loaded,
always point the muzzle in
a safe direction, keep your
finger off the trigger, and
be sure of your target and
what is beyond it.

In some cases, the offi-
cer was hyped up due to
adrenaline, which can se-
verely impair the senses.
Other accidental shoot-
ings have been attributed
to muscle reflexes — one
hand or arm jerks or con-

fracts, causing the other
hand or arm to jerk or con-
fract.

Experts agree the way to
reduce them is to rethink
fraining, starting with the
amount required.

While all academies re-
quire cadets fo undergo
a certain number of hours
of firearms instruction, the
AP found how many varies
widely.

Georgia, llinois and Indi-
ana, for example, call for
40 hours of specific firearms
fraining. Washington state
requires 90, but once of-
ficers go to work for a de-
partment, the amount of
additional  fraining  they
receive is uncertain, said
Sean Hendrickson, an in-
structor at the Washing-
ton State Criminal Justice
Training Commission, which
frains the state's police and
sheriff's deputies.

Anofther issue is the type of
fraining used. Most acad-
emies employ "block and
silo" methods, which bom-
bard officers with informa-
fion and make it difficult to
retain, experts say.

What's lacking are stan-
dards for firearms training at
the academy and through-
out an officer's career.
Some private firearms frain-
ing companies have re-
sponded by offering free
classes for law enforce-
ment.

Missouri-based My Brothers
6 sells T-shirts to help fund
fraining for officers through
another group, Shield Solu-
tions. Lighthorse Tactical,
based in Alabama, offers
similar deals.

"The basic training an of-
ficer receives at the po-
lice academy is a base to
work from," said Lighthorse
owner Curt Carpenter, a
retired officer. "The prob-
lem is that the academy is
often all the training an of-
ficer gets." 4

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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Police officers detain demonsirators during a protest in Santiago,
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U.N.D.P. says Latin
America is wealthier

but unequal

CLAUDIA TORRENS
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Latin
America has significantly
reduced poverty over the
last two decades. So why
is there generalized discon-
tent, prompting thousands
of protesters to take to the
streets?

A report from the U.N. De-
velopment Programme
released Monday con-
cluded it's due to a new
kind of inequality, no lon-
ger distinguished as much
by income, but rather by
the lack of equity, environ-
mental development, and
gaps in fechnology and
education.

"Inequality in a context of
economic growth, as there
had been, generated aspi-
rations that haven't been
satisfied," Luis Lépez-Calva,
the UNDP's director for Lat-
in America and the Carib-
bean, said in an interview
with the Associated Press.

"Other manifestations of in-
equality are more evident,
like segregation, lack of so-
cial mobility, not having a
voice in polifics."

The UNDP's report, titled
"Beyond income, beyond
averages, beyond today:
Inequalities in human de-
velopment in the 21st cen-
tury," highlights that coun-
tries can't focus on eco-
nomic activity at any cost,
but rather should concen-
trate on inclusive growth.
For example, countries with
very high human develop-
ment indices (HDI) have
subscription to broadband
services growing at a rate
15 times faster than that
of countries with low HDI
readings.

Further, children of pro-
fessionals in the U.S. hear
three times as many words
as those in families receiv-
ing welfare benefits, which
affects performance on ex-
ams later in life. [

This June 29, 2018 photo shows tanks at the Enbridge Energy terminal in Superior, Wis.

Associated Press

No major impacts on Lake Superior
found from Line 3 pipeline

By STEVE KARNOWSKI
Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An
updated environmental
review released by a state
agency Monday found no
serious threat to Lake Supe-
rior if crude oil ever leaked
from a new pipeline to re-
place Enbridge Energy's
aging Line 3 across north-
ern Minnesota.

State regulators ordered
the update after the Min-
nesota Court of Appeals in
June declared that an ear-
lier review, issued in Febru-
ary 2018, was inadequate
because it failed to specifi-
cally address the potential
impacts of a spill info the
Lake Superior watershed.
Line 3 carries Canadian
crude from Alberta and
clips a corner of North Da-
kota on its way across Min-
nesota to Enbridge's termi-

nal in Superior, Wisconsin.
The replacement would
double the capacity of the
existing line, which was built
in the 1960s and is increas-
ingly subject fo cracking
and corrosion. Environmen-
tal and tribal groups have
been fighting the project
because of the potential
for spills in the Mississippi Riv-
er headwaters region — an
important wild rice growing
area — and other pristine
waters, and because the
oil would contribute to cli-
mate change.

The update issued by the
state Department of Com-
merce modeled the poten-
fial impacts of a spill where
the replacement pipeline
would cross Little Ofter
Creek. The department
said a spill there would be
more likely to enter the St.
Louis River, with the poten-

fial for flowing downstream
into Lake Superior, than
other sites it could have
modeled.

A public comment period
on the update runs through
Jan. 16. Interested parties
will also be allowed to com-
ment in person before an
administratfive law judge in
Duluth on Dec. 19.

Officials  with  Enbridge,
based in Calgary, Alberta,
welcomed the report. They
told reporters that if the
Public Utilities Commission
deems the update ad-
equate, they hope to start
construction of the Min-
nesota and North Dakota
segments of the replace-
ment pipeline in mid-2020.
Construction would then
take seven to nine months.
The upgraded Canadian
and Wisconsin  segments
are already in service.ld
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650 House seats, 3 days to go: the UK election in numbers

iberal
emocrats

By JILL LAWLESS

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — There are
just three days to go un-
fil Britons vote in an elec-
tion that will determine not
only who governs the U.K.,
but when, how — or even
whether — the country
leaves the European Union
As the parfies scramble to
secure the support of wa-
vering and undecided vot-
ers, here's a look at some
key numbers in the contest:

46 million: The number of
eligible voters in the U.K.
650: The number of seats
in the House of Commons,
all up for grabs in the elec-
fion. Any party that wins a
majority can form a gov-
ernment, with its leader as
prime minister. If no party
has a majority, it's more
complicated. The biggest
party could try to form a mi-
nority government, or party
leaders could form a coali-
tion or alliance to govern
together.

298: The number of seafs
held before the election by
Prime Minister Boris John-
son's ruling Conservatives
— more than 20 short of a
majority. The government's
lack of a majority meant it
struggled to pass key mea-
sures needed for Britain to
leave the European Union.
Johnson says if he wins a
maijority he will "get Brexit
done."

Liberal Democrat Leader Jo Swinson meets supporters during a visit, while on the General Election
campaign, in Sheffield, England, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019.

243: The number of seafs
held by the left-of-center
opposition  Labour Party,
which is battling to return to
office for the first fime since
2010. Labour is trying to
downplay Brexit and focus
on its plans to spend more
on health care, education
and social welfare, nation-
alize ufilities and key indus-
fries and give everyone
free internet access.

96: The number of years
since Britain last had a De-
cember election. British
elections are usually held
in the late spring, when the
weather is better and the

days are longer.

53: The number of days unfil
Britainis due tfoleave the EU.
Brexit day was supposed to
be Oct. 31, but with Britain's
politicians deadlocked, the
EU granted a three-month
delay until Jan. 31.

More than 70: The number
of lawmakers not running
for re-election amid Brit-
ain's toxic political atmo-
sphere. Politicians on both
sides of the Brexit argument
have received abuse and
threats. Those leaving in-
clude many moderate pro-
EU Conservatives, Labour

Associated Press
legislators who say their
party has not stamped out
anti-Semitism and high-pro-
file female legislators, who
have received a dispropor-
tionate amount of abuse.

42.8%: The portion of po-
litical parties'’ campaign
spending that went to digi-
tal advertising during the
last election in 2017 — up
from just 0.3% in 2011. If's
expected to be even more
this time.

35: The number of seats
in Parliament held by the
Scottish  National Party,
which opposes Brexit and

wants Scotland to leave
the U.K. and become an
independent country.

20: The number of seafs
held in Parliament by the
pro-EU Liberal Democrats,
who want to cancel Brexit
altogether.

19.5 million pounds ($25 mil-
lion): The maximum a party
can spend on advertising,
campaigning cosfs  and
other expenses if it con-
tests all 650 constituencies
across the U.K. The spend-
ing limit is calculated at
30,000 pounds ($38,650)
per seat.

9: Number of years the
Conservative  Party  has
been in power.

3: The number of smaller
pro-EU parties that have
joined together in a tacti-
cal voting plan: the Liberal
Democrats, the Greens
and the Welsh party Plaid
Cymru. They have pledged
not fo run against each
other in dozens of seats to
make it more likely that pro-
EU candidates will prevail.

0: The number of seafts in
Parliament now held by the
recently formed Brexit Par-
ty, which wants toleave the
EU without a divorce deal.
The party, led by Nigel Far-
age, hopes to change that
but is not running in over
300 Conservative strong-
holds to avoid splitting the
pro-Brexit vote. (]

Pension strikes cripple Paris, more travel woes ahead

By NADINE ACHOUI-LES-
AGE

ANGELA CHARLTON
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Paris commut-
ers inched to work Monday
through massive traffic jams
as strikes against retire-
ment plan changes halted
trains and subways for a
fifth straight day — with the
prospect of a tougher day
ahead. French President
Emmanuel Macron girded
for one of the foughest
weeks of his presidency as
his government prepares
to present aredesign of the
convoluted French pension
system. Macron sees meld-
ing 42 different retirement

plans info one as delivering
a more equitable, finan-

L

cially sustainable system.
Unions view the move as

Railway workers votes during a meeting of the CGT union in
Rennes, western France, Monday, Dec. 9, 2019.

Associated Press

an aftack on the French
way of life even though
Macron's government s
not expected to change
the current refirement age
of 62. The national road au-
thority reported more than
600 kilometers (360 miles) of
traffic problems at morning
rush hour around the Paris
region — up from 150 kilo-
meters (90 miles) on an av-
erage day.

Paris police girded for
a huge pension protest
march on Tuesday, similar
to the one last Thursday
when more than 800,000
people across France took
part. Fearing possible vio-
lence on ifs fringes, police

warned they would mobi-
lize significant resources im-
mediately to stop violence.
All restaurants and shops
along the march route
were ordered closed, po-
lice said.

Air France, the national
carrier, said more than 25%
of its domestic traffic would
be grounded Tuesday by
the strike, along with more
than 10% of its medium-
haul flights. Long-haul frips
were not to be affected. It
said the French civil avia-
fion authority had asked all
airlines fo cut back flights
20% on Tuesday at six air-
ports, including Paris, Bor-
deaux and Marseille.
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Too much of a Gretq ’rhlng? Activist urges focus on others

FRANK JORDANS

ARITZ PARRA

Associated Press

MADRID (AP) — With doz-
ens of cameras pointing at
her across a room full of re-
porters, celebrity teen en-
vironmentalist Greta Thun-
berg had an unexpected
message: Look the other
way.

“Qur stories have been told
over and over again,” the
16-year-old Swede said,
explaining why she and
prominent German activist
Luisa Neubauer would be
handing over the stage at
the U.N. climate meeting in
Madrid to other young ac-
fivists.

“It's really about them,”
Thunberg added of the
young activists from de-
veloping countries already
facing the effects of cli-
mate change, including vi-
olent storms, droughts and
rising sea levels. “We talk
about our future, they talk
about their present.”
Thunberg has become the
face of the youth climate
movement, drawing large
crowds with her appear-
ances at protests and con-
ferences over the past year
and a half.

Veteran campaigners and
scienfists have welcomed

Climate activist Greta Thunberg, centre, stands with other young activists at the COP25 Climate
summit in Madrid, Spain, Monday, Dec. 9, 2019.

her activism, including her
combative speeches chal-
lenging world leaders to do
more fo stop global warm-
ing. But some say that it's
fime to put the spotlight on
other young activists who
also have a strong story to
tell about climate change.
“"Greta and other youth
leaders have been an in-
credible inspiration and
catalyzed a whole group
of young people,” said

Jennifer Morgan, the ex-
ecutive director of Green-
peace International. “And |
think that the media needs
to do a befter job at cover-
ing that.”

Thunberg and those close
to her appeared to agree.
Neubauer, a 23-year-old
who has become the face
of the Fridays for Future
student movement in Ger-
many, said the focus on her
and Thunberg was “incred-

Associated Press
ibly disproportionate.”
Thunberg was met by a
crowd of cameras as she
arrived in  Portugal last
week, having sailed back
to Europe to avoid air travel
for environmental reasons.
On Friday, she left a protest
march through the Span-
ish capital early after being
mobbed by crowds of pro-
testers and reporters.

“We want to break this up,”
Neubauer told The Associ-

afted Press. Thunberg SOId
she felt a "moral duty”
use the media’s o’r’ren’rion
to promote others who
have struggled to get the
limelight.

“It is people especially from
the global south, especially
from indigenous communi-
ties, who need to tell their
stories,” she said before
handing the microphone
to young environmentalists
from around the globe.
Among them was Kisha
Erah Muana, a 23-year-old
activist from the Philippines,
who called on global lead-
ers to take “robust and last-
ing action” against climate
change. “I am from Rus-
sia, where everyone can
be arrested for anything,”
said Arshak Makichyan, a
25-year-old violinist  from
Moscow. “But | am not
afraid to be arrested. I'm
afraid not fo do enough.”
Thunberg's angry accusa-
tions that world leaders are
failing the younger gen-
eration have made head-
lines, including her shouts
of “How dare you?" at the
U.N. General Assembly ear-
lier this year. However, poli-
ficians have, by and large,
praised Thunberg and her
movement as an important
voice of her generation.

EU weighs response to Turkey-Libya maritime border deal

Associated Press

Brussels (AP) — European
Union foreign ministers de-
bated Monday how to re-
spond to a controversial
agreement between Tur-
key and Libya that could
give Turkey access to a
contested economic zone
across the Mediterranean
Sea. The maritime border
deal, endorsed by the Turk-
ish parliament last week,

has fueled tensions in Tur-
key's long-running dispute
with Greece, Cyprus and
Egypt over oil and gas drill-
ing rights in the eastern
Mediterranean. Greece
has already expelled the
Libyan ambassador over it.
Before chairing the meet-
ing, new EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell said that
“it's not a maftter of sanc-
fions today.” He said the

ministers would study a
“memorandum of under-
standing” agreed upon
between Turkey and Libya,
which was only made pub-
lic in recent days.

Austrian  Foreign  Minister
Alexander  Schallenberg
said “it's a little bit astound-
ing how they split up the
Mediterranean among
themselves. We'll have to
see how we deal with it.”

Greece, Cyprus, and Egypf,
which lie between Turkey
and Libya geographically,
have blasted the accord
as being contrary to inter-
national law. Some EU part-
ners of Greece and Cyprus
seem to agree.

“The Netherlands is always
a staunch supporter of the
rule of internatfional law,
and we side with Greece,”
said Dutch Foreign Minister

Stef Blok. “International law
should be upheld.”
Although they are NATO al-
lies, neighbors Greece and
Turkey are divided by a se-
ries of decades-old issues,
including territorial disputes
in the Aegean Sea, and
have come to the brink
of war three fimes since
the 1970s, including once
over drilling rights in the
Aegean.
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Charity: Over 110 children killed in 2 Yemeni areas in 2019

By SAMY MAGDY

Associated Press

CAIRO (AP)— Over 110 Ye-
meni children were killed
between January and Oc-
tober in the key port city of
Hodeida and a southwest-
ern province, an interna-
tional charity said Monday.
Save the Children said in a
report that 56 children were
kiled and 170 wounded
as a direct result of fight-
ing in Hodeida, despite a
cease-fire there between
Yemen's internationally
recognized government
and the Houthi rebels that
was brokered by the U.N.
last December in Sweden.
“The Stockholm Agree-
ment brought a glimmer
of hope to civilians in the
areaq, but the fighting is far
from over,” said Mariom
Aldogani, Save the Chil-
dren’s field manager for
Hodeida. The city serves as
a main passageway for aid
and a lifeline for Houthi-
conftrolled areas.

The charity said it was
forced to close some of
its children’s centers in Ho-
deida for three months this
year due to security fears

In this Sept. 3, 2015, file photo people walk at the site of a car bomb attack next to a Shiite mosque
in Sanaa, Yemen.

as aresult of shelling by the
warring partfies.

The U.N.-brokered deal,
which also included a pris-
oner swap, has prevented
massive humanitarian suf-
fering in Yemen but has yet
fo be fully implemented.
Another 57 children were
killed in the province of Taiz

in the first ten months of this
year, more than double
the toll in 2018 when 28
children were killed, the
charity said. The fighting
also wounded 49 children
in Taiz."Every day we re-
ceive wounded children
in Save the Children-sup-
ported hospitals needing

Associated Press

our care. In 2019, our team
has given medical care
to more than 500 children
who have been caught up
in this conflict, some with
life-threatening injuries,” Al-
dogani said.

She said that in once in-
stance, Save the Children
simultaneously freated

six  wounded  children
from two families, some
of whom had broken legs
and  shrapnel  wounds
across their bodies.

“I cannot forget the young-
est girl, just three vyears
old, with burns all over her
hands” she said. “We need
to stop this war on chil-
dren,” she added.

The conflict in Yemen be-
gan with the 2014 take-
over of the capital, Sanaaq,
by Iranian-backed Houthi
rebels who control much
of the counftry’s north. A
Saudi-led codlition allied
with the intfernationally rec-
ognized government has
been fighting the Houthis
since March 2015.

In the relentless campaign,
Saudi-led airstrikes have
hit schools, hospitals and
wedding parties and killed
thousands of Yemeni ci-
viians. The Houthis have
used drones and missiles to
attack Saudi Arabia.

The war has kiled over
100,000 people and cre-
ated the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis, leaving
millions suffering from food
and medical shortages.[

Vandals damage cars in Arab neighborhood of east Jerusalem

Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Van-
dals slashed the ftires of
over 160 vehicles and
sprayed slogans such as
“Arabs=enemies” in a Pal-
estinian neighborhood of
Israeli-annexed east Jeru-
salem, Israeli police said
Monday. Elsewhere, Pal-
estinian residents of the
volatile West Bank city of
Hebron staged a general
strike to protest the con-
struction of a new Jewish
seftlement there.

Masked suspects oper-
ated under the cover of
darkness to vandalize the
cars in east Jerusalem’s
Shuafat neighborhood
and spray-painted He-
brew graffiti on a nearby
wall, police spokesman
Micky Rosenfeld said. He
said the authorities were
freating the incident as
criminal with  “nationalis-
fic motives.”  Jerusalem
Mayor Moshe Lion con-

demned the “hate crime”
and called upon the po-
lice “to find the criminals as
fast as possible and bring
them to justice.” The graf-
fiti included the phrases

A Palestinian demonstrator hurls stones at Israeli froops during a protest in the West Bank city of
Hebron, Monday, Dec. 9, 2019.

"When Jews are stabbed,
we aren't silent,” and
“There is no place in the
land for enemies.” Hard-
line nationalist Israelis have
been known to execute

e . i

Associated Press

so-called “price tag” at-
tacks against Palestinians
in response to Palestinian
militant attacks or per-
ceived efforts by Israeli au-
thorities to limit settlement

expansion.

It was unclear what moti-
vated Monday'’s incident.
In Hebron, the West Bank’s
largest city, Palestinian
shops, schools and busi-
nesses were shuttered for
the one-day sirike. Some
youngsters hurled stones
at lIsraeli military patrols,
and soldiers fired tear gas
and rubber bullets to dis-
perse the crowds. Israel’s
new defense minister, Naf-
tali Bennett, presented his
plan for a new settlement
there early this month. Ben-
nett, a longtime supporter
of the West Bank settle-
ment movement, said his
plan will double the Jewish
populatfion of Hebron. He-
bron is frequent flashpoint
of violence. Hundreds of
hard-line Jewish settlers
guarded by thousands of
soldiers live in the heart
of the city, which has a
population of over 200,000
Palestinians.(
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China claims everyone in Xinjiang camps has ‘graduated’

By YANAN WANG
Associated Press

BEUJING (AP) People
who were at vocational
fraining centers in China’s
far west Xinjiang have all
“graduated” and are liv-
ing happy lives, an official
said Monday. But Uighurs
and other predominantly
Muslim ethnic  minorities
from the region say their
family members continue
to be arbitrarily detained in
camps and prisons.
Shohrat  Zakir, Xinjiang's
Uighur governor, made
the remarks during a press
briefing as part of a strident

propaganda  campaign
launched following U.S.
Congress’ approval last

week of the Uighur Human
Rights Policy Act.

"When the lives of people
of all ethnic groups in Xin-
jiang were seriously threat-
ened by terrorism, the U.S.
turned a deaf ear,” Zakir
said at a press briefing.
“On the contrary, now that
Xinjiang society is steadily
developing and people of
all ethnicities are living and
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Shohrat Zakir, chairman of China’s Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, center, waits for questions
during a press conference in Beijing on Monday, Dec. 9, 2019.

working in peace, the U.S.
feels uneasy, and aftacks
and smears Xinjiang.”

The U.S. legislation con-
demns the mass defentions
of an estimated more than
1 million Uighurs, Kazakhs

and others. It also raises
possible sanctions against
Chinese government offi-
cials deemed responsible
for human rights abuses in
Xinjiang.

Former detainees and their

Associated Press

relatives have told The As-
sociated Press that the
centers for “re-education”
were essentfially  prisons
where they were forced
fo renounce Islam and ex-
press gratifude to the rul-

ing Communist Party. They
were subject fo indoctrina-
tion and torture, the de-
tainees said.

While Chinese authorities
have described the deten-
tions as a form of vocation-
al training, classified docu-
ments recently leaked to a
consortium of news organi-
zations revealed a deliber-
ate strategy to lock up eth-
nic minorities even though
they had not committed
any crimes.Xu Hairong,
the Communist Party chief
of Urumai city, Xinjiang's
capital, did not dispute
the documents’ authentic-
ity. He said, however, that
there was no such thing as
"detention camps.”

“The reports by The New
York Times, the Internation-
al Consortium of Investiga-
tive Journalists and other
foreign media organiza-
tions are purely malicious
attempts to smear and dis-
credit Xinjiang's vocational
education centers and ifs
counter-terrorism and de-
radicalization efforts,” Xu
said..

Flamboyant governor of Kenya’s capital charged with graft

TOM ODULA

Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) —
The flamboyant governor
of Kenya's capital city,
Nairobi, was Monday
charged with 19 counts
of graft-related charges
as the couniry struggles
fo tackle runaway corrup-
fion.

Mike Gideon Mbuvi, widely
known as Mike Sonko, de-
nied the charges including
embezzlement and money
laundering. The Ethics and
Anti-Corruption  Commis-
sion alleges Mbuvi award-
ed conftracts to friends’
companies, which after re-
ceiving payment, wired o
Mbuvi's accounts Kenyan

shillings worth thousands of
dollars.

Mbuvi is known for contro-
versy and his flamboyant
lifestyle, like wearing gold
rings, chains, watches and
clothes. He prefers be-
ing called “Sonko” which
means rich man in Kenya's
Sheng slang.

A heavy police presence
was deployed in the capi-
tal ahead of his court ap-
pearance after police said
there was information that
his supporters were plan-
ning demonstrations.
Mbuvi was arrested on Fri-
day, after one of the big-
gest manhunts in Kenyan
history that involved up to
200 police officers and a

helicopter. He was found
in the fown of Voi, 204
miles (329 kilometers) from
the capital.

A scuffle ensued, captured
on video in which about
10 police officers are seen
aftempting to take Mbuvi
info the helicopter as he
resisted, wearing one shoe.
Police have said they will
charge him for resisting ar-
rest. Mbuvi's lawyer, Cecil
Miller Jr., said Mbuvi suf-
fered rib fractures from his
encounter with the police.
Mbuvi has denied at-
tempting to escape say-
ing the Ethic and Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission should
have just summoned him.

The state asked the court

Nairobi governor Mike Gideon Mbuvi appears with other
suspects accused of corruption, at the Mililani law court in
Nairobi, Kenya, Monday Dec. 9, 2019.

to deny Mbuvi bail be-
cause he was a flight risk.
The court has moved bail
application hearing fo
Wednesday and ordered

Associated Press

Mbuvi be held in aremand
prison until the application
is determined.
This is the
level.l

latest  high-
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Up to 13 feared dead in volcanic eruption off New Zealand

By MARK BAKER

NICK PERRY

Associated Press
WHAKATANE, New Zealand
(AP) — A volcano off the
New Zealand coast erupt-
ed Monday with a towering
blast of ash and scalding
steam as dozens of fourists
were exploring its moon-like
surface, killing five people
and leaving eight others
missing and feared dead,
authorities said.

Helicopter crews landed
on White Island despite the
danger and helped evacu-
ate the dozens of survivors,
some of them critically in-
jured.

Hours after the disaster, au-
thorities said the site was sfill
too dangerous for rescuers
to search for the missing.
But aircraft flew over the
island repeatedly, and "no
signs of life have been seen
at any point," Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said.

The missing and injured in-
cluded New Zealanders
and fourists from the U.S.,
China, Australia, Britain and
Malaysia, the prime minis-
ter said. Some of those who
were exploring the volcano
were passengers from the
Royal Caribbean cruise
ship Ovation of the Seas,
docked on neighboring
North Island.

"My god," Michael Schade
tweeted as he posted
video of the eruption. "My
family and | had gotten off
it 20 minutes before, were
waiting at our boat about
to leave when we saw it.
Boat ride home tending to

This aerial photo shows White Island after its volcanic eruption in New Zealand Monday, Dec. 9,
2019.

people our boat rescued
was indescribable."

His video showed a wall
of ash and steam around
White Island and a helicop-
ter heavily damaged and
covered in ash. He said
one woman was badly in-
jured but seemed "strong"
by the end.

The terrifying disaster imme-
diately raised questions of
why people were allowed
to visit the island some 30
miles (50 kilometers) off
mainland New Zealand af-
ter scientists had noted an
upftick in volcanic activity in
recent weeks. White Island
is the fip of an undersea
volcano.

Authorities said 47 people
were on the island at the

time. Some were walking
along the rim of the crater
just before the eruption. In
addition to the dead and
missing, 31 survivors were
hospitalized and three oth-
ers were released, officials
said. Some of the victims
were reported severely
burned.

The eruption took place
about 2 p.m. and consisted
of two explosions in quick
succession, the prime min-
ister said. It sent a plume
of steam and ash an esti-
mated 12,000 feet (3,660
meters) into the air.

One of the boats that re-
furned from the island was
covered with ash half a
meter (yard) thick, Ardern
said.

Associated Press

The GeoNet  agency,
which monitors volcanoes
and earthquakes in New
Zealand, had raised the
alert level on White Island
on Nov. 18 from 1 to 2 on
a scale where 5 represents
a major eruption, nofing an
increase in sulfur dioxide
gas, which originates from
magma deep in the volcao-
no. It also said that volca-
nic fremors had increased
from weak to moderate
strength.

Ardern said White Island is a
"very unpredictable volca-
no," and questions about
whether tourists should be
visiting will have fo be ad-
dressed, "but for now, we're
focused on those who are
caught up in this horrific

event." Brad Scoftt, a vol-
canologist with research
group GNS Science, said
the alert level on White Is-
land is offen raised and
then dropped without any
eruption. He said there
hadn't been any major
problems with fourists visit-
ing the island in the past,
though there had been
some close calls.

He would not venture an
opinion on whether it was
safe enough for fourists
immediately before Mon-
day's erupftion.

After the disaster, GeoNet
raised its alert level to 4,
later dropping if to 3.

"In the scheme of things,
for volcanic erupftions, it is
not large," said Ken Gled-
hill fromm GeoNet. "But if you
were close to that, it is not
good."

White Island is New Zea-
land's most active cone
volcano. About 70% of the
volcano lies under the sea.
Twelve people were killed
on the island in 1914 when
it was being mined for sul-
fur. Part of a crater wall col-
lapsed and a landslide de-
stroyed the miners' village
and the mine itself.

The remains of buildings
from another mining enter-
prise in the 1920s are now
a tourist attraction. The is-
land became a private
scenic reserve in 1953, and
daily fours allow more than
10,000 people to visit every
year.

The island is also known by
the indigenous Maori name
Whakaari.(,

PAOLA FLORES

Associated Press

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — The
political movement of for-
mer President President
Evo Morales says it will seek
consensus candidates for
its presidential ticket in the
country's new elections
and will spend at least a
month more consulting ifs
bases. The announcement
came after a gathering
Saturday of the Move-
ment Toward Socialism,
or MAS, in the central city
of Cochabamba failed to
decide on candidates.

Bolivia's former President Evo Morales leaves after attending
a press conference at the journalists' club in Mexico City,
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019.

Associated Press

which were called when a
Oct. 20 vote in which Mo-
rales' claimed victory fo

Party leaders said Morales
would be its campaign
chief for the elections,

Evo Morales’ party to seek consensus candidates in

a fourth straight term was
canceled. The date of the
new vote has not yet been
set.  Party communica-
tions secretary Gualberto
Arispe said the decision
on candidates would be
postponed unfil the next
gathering in a month's
fime. In the meantime,
the party will consult with
its social and indigenous
bases to find consensus
candidates, MAS lawmak-
er Juan Cala said.

"There are different cur-
rents, some which want
to rapidly name a pair

Bolivia

(of candidates), but no.
The fime that is neces-
sary needs to be taken,
because the candidates
need fo emerge from the
social, indigenous bases,"
Cala said.  Meanwhile,
two  opposition  figures
who had led anti-Morales
protests — Luis Fernando
Camacho and Marcos
Pumari — decided that
they will each mount presi-
dential candidacies and
not run together. Former
President Carlos Mesa still
hasn't said who his running
mate will be. ]
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EAGLE BEACH — Julie and Tom Stewart from New Jersey
were recently honored as Goodwill Ambassadors due o
their 22nd consecutive visit fo Aruba. Marouska Heyliger
representing the Aruba Tourism Authority conducted the
ceremony which was held at the Divi Village resort. The
family loves coming to the island for the great people,
family time for adventure and beautiful beaches.]

Friends sharing love for Aruba

PALM BEACH — Recenﬂy, Morousko Heyllger honored
Leonard and Jennifer Adams from Connecticut with their
Goodwill Ambassadors certificate but also together with
their friend Donna Rutledge from Massachusetts with her
Distinguished Visitor certificate in the name of the Aruba
Tourism Authority. The event which commemorates the
Adams 20th and Rutledge 19th consecutive visit to the
island was held at Aruba Marriott Courtyard Resort. The
friends love coming to the island for its sunny weather,
beautiful beaches, friendly people and delicious food. ]
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EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Marouska Heyliger honored Susan Paradice from
Massachusetts with her Goodwill Ambassador cerfificate in the name of the Aruba
Tourism Authority. The event which commemorates her 25th consecutive visit to the
island was held at Paradise Beach Villas. Paradice loves coming to the island for the
casinos, lovely weather and the friends and staff at Paradise Beach Villas. [
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PRIVATE ISLAND DINING

Dig your 1oes in the sand and unearth a tale worth telling as you revellin a truly
unforgettable dining experience. Join us aboard our water taxi and get whisked away
to a fropical paradise where we've reserved a shoreside table just for you. Here, you'll
find yourself swaying along to the gentle sounds of our live music as the first plates of
your 4-course dinner arrive by your side. And whether you're focused on the food or
the company, you'll want to capture every captivating moment.
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Dragonfly (Orthemis ferruginea)

ORANJESTAD — Spirit or ghost of a goat, “Spirit’'i Cabrito” in Papiamento
is the way Aruba has named their Libel or Dragonfly. They belong to the
order Odonata, a carnivorous insect’s family encompassing the dragon-
flies and the damselflies. The Odonata form a clade, which has existed
since the Permian era. Dragonflies are generally larger, and perch with
their wings held out to the sides; damselflies have slender bodies, and
hold their wings over the body at rest.

Everything related to dragonflies has
always been surrounded by legends
and myths. The reality is that they are
harmless insects that have lived on
earth for 200 million years, before di-
nosaurs and survived long after their
extinction.

Dragonflies consume up to 300 mos-
quitoes and other flying insects a day,
they are somefimes known as mos-
quito hawks. They are skilled experts,
no other animal has the ability fo ma-
neuver the dragonfly’s wings, and ifs
wings are bright and beautiful.

While the Maya related them to the
sun, other cultures consider them sym-
bols of fertility since females can lay
up to 100,000 eggs at once. Males
defend territories where the appro-
priate conditions are found for laying
the eggs and where they are devel-
oped correctly. Normally, these terri-
tories usually coincide with areas that
have submerged aquatic vegetation
or areas that maintain water levels or
currents that allow the oxygenation
of the eggs. Territoriality is a behav-
ior that will favor the selection of the
most competitive males, which will
fransmit their genes to the largest pos-
sible number of females.

The Odonatas have a mechanism to
reduce predatfion on them like cam-
ouflage, since they have colors, de-
sign pafterns and postures that make
predators go unnoticed. When they
are aftacked, on their hangers during
cold mornings when they barely have
mobility, they can perform infimidat-
ing movements with the legs and ab-
domen that can deter the predator.
In Mexico as well as in Aruba they
are considered as a symbol of water
purity, and their presence predicts a
good year of harvest. In Tahiti, drag-
onflies are related to gods and spirits
that bring fortune.

In various populations of China, drag-
onflies symbolize weakness and fra-
gility, but they are also considered
beneficial and favorable in rice fields.
In addition, they were used to make
mixtures with aphrodisiac powers. In
Japan they are considered a sym-
bol of victory, happiness, strength
and courage. Legend has it that Em-
peror Yuryako Tenno was hunting on
a plain, and a horsefly landed on his
arm and stung him. At that moment
a dragonfly appeared that got rid of
the horsefly.

Continved on Page 15

1-Abstract Art by Etnia Nativa - “Spirit di cabrito”

2- Selective focus photo of gold and black dragonfly on brown stick.
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3- Chinese dragonfly drawing
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Dragonfly (Orthemis ferruginea)

Continued from Page 14

In honor of her, the emperor called the area Akitsu-no (plain of the dragonfly) so the
ancient name of Japan emerged: Akitsu Shima (The Dragonfly Islands). The samurai, an-
cient Japanese warriors, use dragonflies as an emblem of good luck, decorating their
shields and sabers with them.

In Hindu mythology there is a legend that says that when people die their souls become
dragonflies.

In German mythology the dragonflies were associated with Freyja, goddess of love,
wealth and eroticism to which they paid fribute on Fridays. But a decree of the Catholic
Church of 775 A.D. said: "l relate this goddess to evil and along with it | condemn the
dragonflies.” From this story in Cantabrian mythology the dragonflies are called “"Cabal-
litos del Diablo™” who arise on the magical night of San Juan and fly at night in search of
the four-leaf clovers they eat to prevent mortals from finding them.

The superstitions of this Cantabrian region say that these horses from hell are men who,
because of their sins, lost their soul and were forced to travel Cantabria for the rest of
eternity.

In our western world a quite popular legend relates that the dragonflies were Fairies that
were forbidden to live with humans and they were not to have any contact with them.
Some of these Fairies ignored this prohibition and the gods punished them by convert-
ing them in dragonflies.

Time passed and the prohibition of living with humans was abolished but when the par-
don reached the fairies that had been turned into dragonflies they refused to return to
their previous state because they had already become accustomed to living with hu-
mans without hiding flying free on all sides. Here in Aruba dragonflies where considered
as healing and transformation animals, shamans called upon in their rituals and as sign
of good omen.]

Episode XLVII (47)

4-Fairies or Dragonflies
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Aruba Living Today celebrates 10 Years of Success:
A Different Approach to Real Estate with a Personal Touch

NOORD — They drive around with you to help you to get to know the island. They ar-
range your mortgage, insurances, notary and appraisals as they have a Duich cer-
tified appraiser on staff. They assist you in going through the needed bureaucracy
during the buying process. They help you with the connection of utilities. They do
your property management, vacation rental and help you import your furniture. Ev-
erything that comes in with buying a house on the island is within the package they
offer. You get the whole nine yard. Who are they? Please meet Aruba Living Today!

“My goal was to do real estate in a different way when | established this company
June 1st 2009. Not from the perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect
match between dream house and client. My philosophy is: it will only work when all
involved are happy and connected by that personal fouch,” says Randolph Arends,
owner of Aruba Living Today. Together with his business partner Berend Prenger and
a dedicated team they practice what they preach: mediation in Real Estate with
a high service level. "I am proud fo state that so far all of my clients stayed with us.
| am noft selling a fairytale, in ten years of course there were challenges too but it
is about how you handle those. It's like with family, you stick together with ups and
downs. But the love is there.”

All Happens Here

Aruba Living Today is located in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a
warm ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. There are candles,
Buddha ornaments, magazines, and a homey ambience for you to sit and talk
about your dream house or investment. “We are a one stop shopping point. We
are not only selling a house, we take all out of your hands. It is a fotally different ap-
proach that is not pushy, but showing you we do care that you feel at home here
on our island. We know the island and its ups and downs. We guide you through the
full process in order for you fo make a proper decision,” says Berend.

What Do We Do

Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and
Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Property Management,
Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance,
Assist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, Guiding
Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture.
Berend is also a certified appraiser within the Dutch King-
dom meaning he does your appraisal report that is ac-
cepted by all banks and he delivers within three days.
“"Exceptional for Aruba. This definitely speeds up the pro-
cess of buying,” he says. This different approach of real
estate is what sefs Aruba Living Today apart and is also
the reason why Randolph calls himself a property medio-
tor instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch
is essential to me. | am stepping aside of the image that
real estate brokers are only in for the commission. This im-
age does not fit me at all,  am in for my passion and | can
only do this from the heart.”

Aruba Living Today caters for both local and foreign mar-
ket divided info 40% local buyers and 60% foreign buy-
ers. "Our customers come from Holland, Belgium, Nor-
way, Germany, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States
and Canada. We are widely covered and thus provable
good with different cultures, also we speak four languag-
es.” Besides that Aruba Living Today is open to every bud-
get, they have listings for all category buyers. As a mem-
ber of the Aruban Real Estate Association they are listed
also on the website www.arubalisting.com within a group
of 20 of the most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba
Living Today is featured as well on Home & Garden TV
and you can find them on House Hunters, Social Media
under Aruba Living Today and of course in Aruba Today's
newspaper.]

Aruba Living Today

Tanki Leendert 291, Aruba
Tel +297 587 9987

Fax +297 587 9985

Cell +297 593 9177

Mail info@livingtoday.aw
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ANALYSIS:
RUSSIA
SCANDAL
MAKES FAIR’
ATHING

OF THE PAST

By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

The goal all along, or so the
Olympic leaders say, has
been fairness.

And also — that notion of
protecting the "innocent"
Russian athletes who must
be out there somewhere.
But what's clear to anyone
who has followed even a
second of the Russian dop-
ing saga, now in ifs fifth
year and showing no signs
of ending, "fair" went out
the window a while ago.
Gone with it are any viable
ways of deciphering who's
innocent and who's not
anymore.

The mission of protecting
those stated goals wasn't
subverted by the World
Anti-Doping Agency's de-
cision Monday to noft issue
a blanket ban on the Rus-
sians for next year's Olym-
piCs.

Rather, it died in the sum-
mer of 2016, when |10C
President Thomas Bach did
the same thing before the
Rio Olympics.

Back then, Bach intro-

oo rereesiooo. IBIIISTOTf@nseYeomesiupr
short in 24-17 lossiieJRaven